
The Jersey Splat 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JONATHAN CLAY:  

NJAR ï Turns Pro  

As the NJAR gears up for 

State Singles in March, 

itôs important that we 

take a moment to look 

back at what this season 

has brought to racquet-

ball in New Jersey.  Fol-

lowing a strong start at 

State Doubles last fall, we 

embarked on a new idea, 

bringing Ladies Profes-

sional Racquetball to NJ.  

This proved to be a huge 

success, with the NJARôs 

biggest tournament ever 

(yes it ran a ñbitò behind), 

and some of the top 

women in the world of 

racquetball playing in 

front of NJ fans. This 

tournament included 

Worldôs #1 Rhonda Rajsich, 

NJôs own Aimee Ruiz, and the 

tournament champion, the 15-

year old phenom Veronica So-

tomayor. I think the entire 

tournament was stunned to see 

what this young champion 

could do on the court. 

We followed up the Ladies 

Proôs with the Menôs Pro Satel-

lite in January.  Without a top -

10 pro in the draw, the event 

became wide open, with any of 

the top 5 seeds capable of win-

ning the $1000 prize! Sundayôs 

matches in the Pro division 

certainly did not disappoint 

anyone in attendance.  Be-

tween the 5 game battle in the 

semi finals between Travis 

Aldinger and Sanjay Laforest, 

and the final which saw Eric 

Muller win the championship 

over Travis, there was no 

shortage of high level racquet-

ball being played on court 1. 

These two pro events are 

something that the NJAR 

would like to grow, but to do 

so, we need sponsors. The 

only way to bring better and 

better players to NJ is to offer 

more prize money. So please, 

we need your help!!! 

This season has also seen the 

development of two new types 

of events for NJ racquetball. 

The first partnership between 

NJ and NY racquetball 

brought Jim Winterton and 

the AmPro certification class 

to NJ. Now there are more 

AmPro certified instructors in 

NJ to help build the game!  

Aimee Ruiz also started La-

dies Day events giving the 

women of racquetball a 

chance to get together without 

ñus guysò around to mess it 

up! 

Look for more events and new 

types of programming coming 

out of NJ over the next couple 

months and coming seasons. 

If you have any ideas, we are 

always here to listen and learn 

from you! Thanks everyone, 

and see you at State Singles! 

New Jersey Amateur 

Racquetball  

March 2009  

Issue 2 



 

Women's Pro Singles  

1st: Veronica Sotomayor 
2nd: Rhonda Rajsich 

3rd/4th: Doreen Fowler  
3rd/4th: Karen Morton   

  
Women's Open Doubles   

1st: Rajsich/Ruiz 

2nd: Sotomayor/Fowler  

3rd/4th: Holtshander/Morton  

3rd/4th: Watson/Vandling  

 

Men's A Singles  

1st: Lazarro Cabrera 

2nd: Roberto Mendez 

3rd/4th: George Tuch  

3rd/4th: Pete Holden  

 

Men's B Singles  

1st: Ralph Gonzalez 

2nd: Reid Diorio  

3rd/4th: Cesar Carrion  

3rd/4th: Vincent Puccio  

 

Men's C Singles   

1st: Ralph Gonzalez 

2nd: Vincent Puccio 

3rd/4th: George Grob  

3rd/4th: Sri Avasarala  

 

Men's D Singles  

1st: Shabaz Ahmed 

2nd: Matthew Pazos 

3rd/4th: Michael Grab  

3rd/4th: Mark Sweeney  

 

Men's 40+ Singles   

1st: Mario Curatolo 
2nd: Vincent Creazzo 
3rd/4th: Scott Pickett  
3rd/4th: John Isaza  

   
Men's 50+ Singles   

1st: Peter Holden 

2nd: Neil Eichelberger  

3rd/4th: Robert Caime  

3rd/4th: Dan Schaffer  

 

Women's B Singles  

1st: Sue Colacci 

2nd: Gillian Cobb 

3rd/4th: Tina Davitt  

3rd/4th: Alison Dooley  

   

Mixed A Doubles  

1st: Kryzsminski/Luyando  
2nd: Aguas/Venezio 

3rd/4th: Hurling/Stark  
3rd/4th: Dirolf/Becker  

 
Mixed B/C Doubles   

1st: Blanda/Blanda 

2nd: Karkovice/Ortiz  

3rd/4th: Dooley/Ruiz  

3rd/4th: Debarge/Gurliaccio  

 

Men's 40+ Doubles  

1st: Hopkins/Keogh  

2nd: Bonanno/Roberts  

3rd/4th: Ousouljoglou/Aguirre  

3rd/4th: Panatieri/Patel  

   

2008 New Jersey Open ðResults  

November 21st ð23, 2008  
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Men's 50+ Doubles   

1st: Schaffer/Eichelberger 

2nd: Fulmer/Riley  

3rd/4th: Luchetto/Captain  

3rd/4th: Strandberg/Kryszminski  

 

Men's Open Singles  

1st: Ruben Gonzalez 

2nd: Nick Montalbano  

3rd/4th: Brad Kirch  

3rd/4th: Mauricio Zelada  

 

Men's Open Doubles  

1st: Laforest/Bonanno 

2nd: Sylvester/Defusto  

3rd/4th: Gonzalez/Pedraza  

3rd/4th: Kirch/Montalbano  

 

Men's A Doubles  

1st: Ousouljoglou/Aguas 

2nd: Aguirre/Storch  

3rd/4th: Hurling/Steiner  

3rd/4th: Kerl/Sim  

 

Men's B Doubles   

1st: Debarge/Karkovice 

2nd: Lau/Chong  

3rd/4th: Blanda/Lora  

3rd/4th: Folger/Ahmed  

 Women's B Doubles  

1st: Stark/Gurliaccio  

2nd: Venezio/Ortiz  

3rd/4th: Ghalib/Davitt  

2008 New Jersey Open ðResults  
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Issue 2, Page 4 Page 3 
Volume 1, Issue 2 , Page 3                                                                                                                 The Jersey Splat 



 

I   was born and raised in NYC, and spent a lot of time at a 
park in the Inwood section of Manhattan where paddle-

ball and tennis were the sports to play. Tennis was a bit too 
expensive, so I spent many an afternoon playing paddleball. 
Once married, we moved to New Jersey so we could raise our 
kids in the suburbs. During this hectic time of raising a family 
and working on a career, a friend of my husbandôs introduced 
us to racquetball. At first it was intimidating to me seeing how 
hard the ball was hit and how fast it was moving. But then, 
BAM! It hit me (no pun intended), I fell in love with the game, 
and now I just cannot imagine life without racquetball.  

 

I am the racquetball director at LA Fitness in North Bruns-
wick, where I take pleasure in helping others learn and enjoy the game. I have been a sponsored E-
Force player for many years, and always look for opportunities to pass along the joy of racquetball to 
others. One of the ways I get to do that is at Middlesex County College where Iôve been teaching rac-
quetball for fifteen years. Itôs gratifying to see a student pick up the game and see the ñracquetball bugò 
hit them.  

 

Racquetball has been an important part of my life and has been very good to me. I give back to this 
wonderful sport I love by volunteering my time as Treasurer to the NJAR. I very much enjoyed the 
great years of the past, and look forward to racquetballôs renaissance in New Jersey in the future! 

 

 

 

  

Caption de-

scribing pic-

ture or graphic.  
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Getting To Know: NJARôs 

Nancy Luyando 

NJAR Individual Achievement Awards -  

VOTE NOW!!!  

 

For the second year in a row, the NJAR will be 

giving out the Individual Achievement 

Awards at this year's State Singles in March. 



 

Schedule of Sanctioned 

Events 

§ March 27th thru 29th ðNJ State 

Singles, Classic Athletic Clubð

Fairfield, NJ  

 

State Singles is our PREMIER event! 

Would you like to be a sponsor and 

see your business advertised on our 

tournament shirts? Please contact 

Jonathan Clay for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

C 
ongratulations to Joe 

Delgado on the birth of 

his son  Matthew Joseph 

Delgado. Matthew joins his big 

brother Jason. He weighs in at 

about 6 lbs. 13 oz. and came into 

the world crying at the top of his 

lungs! Congratulations to the 

Delgado family!  

Congratulations to Joe Delgado  
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Men's Pro Singles   
1st: Eric Muller  

2nd: Travis Aldinger  
3rd/4th: Brad Kirch  

3rd/4th: Sanjay Laforest   
 

Men's Open Doubles   
1st: Laforest/Bonanno 
2nd: Muller/Defusto  

3rd/4th: Kirch/Pedraza  
3rd/4th: Ruiz/Maguerditchian  

 
Men's Open Consolation Singles   

1st: Garin Maguerditchian 
2nd: Mike Schaal 

3rd/4th: Mitch Posner  
3rd/4th: Cliff Chambers  

   
Men's A Singles  

1st: Eric Voscopolous 
2nd: Phil Napoli  

3rd/4th: Pete Holden  
3rd/4th: Anu Sood  

 
Men's B Singles  

1st: Kevin Toss 
2nd: David Lau 

3rd/4th: Stewart Solomon  
3rd/4th: Daniel Drake  

 
Men's C Singles  

1st: Shahbaz Ahmed 
2nd: Danny Pagan 

3rd/4th: George Grob  
3rd/4th: McNevin Ogarro  

 
 
 

 
 

Men's D Singles   
1st: Jon Miszglewski 

2nd: Luis Ramos  
3rd/4th: Arhand Rao  
3rd/4th: Mark Hand  

 
Men's A Doubles  

1st: Sood/Adler 
2nd: Vittoria/Heidmann  

3rd/4th: Lugo/Lugo  
3rd/4th: Daigle/Caruso  

 
Men's B Doubles  

1st: Carrion/Lau  
2nd: Ritz/Adler  

3rd/4th: Blanda/Pagan  
3rd/4th: Debarge/Karkovice  

 
 Men's C Doubles  

1st: Ahmed/Rao 
2nd: Ruiz/Grob  

3rd/4th: Onischuk/Dirolf  
3rd/4th: Dolan/Brennan  

 
Men's 40+ Singles   
1st: Steve Arizmendi 
2nd: Mario Curatolo  

3rd/4th: Greg Galbornetti  
3rd/4th: Marty Hammond  

 
Men's 50+ Singles   

1st: Peter Holden 
2nd: Willy Heidmann  

3rd/4th: Charlie Morro  
3rd/4th: Mark Daigle  

 
 
 

2009 Garden State Open  

January 23rd ð25th, 2009  
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Women's B Doubles   
1st: Cobb/Blanda 

2nd: Gurliaccio/Stark  
3rd/4th: Dooley/Heard  

 
Men's 30/40+ Doubles   
1st: Ruiz/Maguerditchian  
2nd: Bonanno/Mussaccia 
3rd/4th: Arizmendi/Sosa  

3rd/4th: Sweetwood/Vittoria  
 

Women's D Singles   
1st: Rhonda Curatolo 

2nd: Sherri Heard  
   

Mixed A Doubles   
1st: Hurling/Stark  

2nd: Sipowitz/Mitchell  
3rd/4th: Vail/White  

3rd/4th: Blanda/Blanda  
 

Mixed B/C Doubles   
1st: Debarge/Gurliaccio 
2nd: Brathwaite/Cobb  
3rd/4th: Dooley/Ruiz  

3rd/4th: Gervasi/Ghalib  
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